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Nigel writes—I’m delighted to 

be at issue 25.  This edition 

has a Jack Wheldon theme, 

and it struck me as ironic, 

setting this out that we have 

been featuring Jacks black 

and white photographs and 

this silver edition is 

essentially the same, as grey 

is the closest I can get to 

“silver” with the formatting.  

On that topic I did 

mischievously consider 

moving the sales and wants 

to a different place in this 

issue, just because I know 

you all go there first.  I didn’t 

though, maybe next time. 

I made an unplanned eBay 

purchase.  I was really 

pleased with my purchase of 

a kit for a Donald Pearse 

L&B 8 ton box van, dated 

April 1985.  These were the 

kits produced by Donald 

before he sold the 

manufacturing rights for his 

range to Brandbright. I had a 

couple of moments during 

the build…. do I even open 

the packet….  I did!  Then 

more internal turmoil, do I 

build to instructions, or add 

loads of detail parts.  “Build 

as supplied” won out.  I have 

previously built the 

beautifully detailed DJB kit 

for the same van so it will 

make a nice contrast.  I also 

bought but have waiting on 

the shelf one of the 

Brandbright kits, so three kits 

for the L&B Howards vans, 

three manufacturers, with a 

decade between each one.  

Curiously there’s a further 

decade onto the Accucraft 

RTR version of the same van, 

and Ian Pearse had an 

involvement with the 

production of that model, is 

that full circle? 

On the topic of circles, it is 

fascinating to see what’s 

come round again. With 

“new” re-releases from both 

IP Engineering and 

Roundhouse.  I still recall 

going into the model railway 

exhibition at Belper clutching 

my 0-4-0 Corris Falcon in 009, 

and coming out totally 

captivated by the 16mm live 

steam engines trundling 

round on the other side of 

the hall.  At the tender age of 

18, that was my pivotal 

moment into the world on 

live steam.  I still have the 

009 Corris Falcon, it is now on 

shelf queen duties.that 

charm of live steam is never 

to be underestimated. 

I hope you enjoy reading #25 

I’ve enjoyed learning as I 

compiled this issue.  As the 

Covid restrictions look to 

ease I am looking forward to 

a year when we can catch up 

on friendships and evaporate 

some water. 

I would like to thank the 

contributors forsharing their 

archives in this issue.  Derek 

and I recognise the time it 

takes to compile these, thank 

you so much.  

Welcome to Issue Twenty Five- our silver anniversary edition 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; Jack 

Wheldon’s Jocelyn, 

with magnificent lined 

livery!  Photo D 

Pinniger 

Archangel Exe on New Years day.  Photo D Pinniger 
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IT'S ALL 

THERE IN 

BLACK AND 

WHITE 
Slightly different slant for 

this issue, says Derek. 

The first photo is from Dave 

Rowlands, and shows some 

of his motive power and 

stock on his Alderbrook 

Valley Railway, sadly no 

more. 

On the back of the photo was 

some of his stocklist, typed on his 

infamous old typewriter that gave 

such sterling service to the world 

of ng modelling. The notations 

are humorous in themselves. 

Thus you can work out the three 

locos in the photo. 

The other two photos were taken 

by me in, I am fairly certain, 

1966/7. I mentioned before that 

my narrow gauge fascination 
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 Derek says: Well, not definitely, 
but for the sake of accuracy I 
need to correct something 
again. After the Gosling Prince 
Little Gems article in the last 
TBM, and taking into account 
exchanges with Daves Lemar 
and Pinniger, the concensus is 

that it is likely that there are (or were) ten of these 
locos in existence. We know now that Robin 
Gosling tended to build in batches, and certainly in 
tens where other models were concerned. There is 
a story that one is still in the possession of a family, 
where the owner died and they have kept the 
model as a momento. If anyone has any further 
ideas on this please let us know. 

 

began when I bought a motor 

caravan and came on a two week 

tour of the Welsh narrow gauge, 

both present and sadly past. I went 

to the W&Ll first, and took these two 

photos with a box Brownie that I had 

bought at a jumble sale (!). It all 

looked so different back then - 

compare the Earl with its current 

splendid finish, and you can still see 

one of the ex Chattenden and Upnor 

coaches among the rake, standing in 

the platform at Llanfair alongside the 

old tea caravan. In those days, the 

line only ran as far as Castle 

Caereinion, forcing its way through 

the vegetation with much screeching 

and groaning.  

Why am I printing prototype photos? 

Well, many of you only know the 

lines as they are today, but you can 

have the choice to model from any 

era. 

Finally, some of you will recognise 

my original 

inspiration for not 

only this trip, but also 

a love of n.g. 

railways. Ian Allan 

produced a whole 

range of pocket sized 

books for 

enthusiasts, 6" x 4". I 

used to bus spot in 

Surrey with my book 

of London Transport 

red and green bus 

numbers, as well as 

aircraft registrations from the same 

series. Here you can see their guide 

to ng railways. It ran to 80 pages, 

crammed with maps, locations, stock 

and whether running or gone. You 

can still pick up occasional copies on 

eBay, and I recommend it as a 

glimpse into the past. It framed my 

life from the day I bought it! 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

Derek writes: I know from email response times that 
in many cases the first thing people read is the sales 
section.  If I am honest, I do that in magazines I get. 
TBM goes directly to over half of its readership, but 
we are aware from a counter just how many of you 
read it via the Shropshire Group website - we 
continue to be extremely grateful to them for doing 
this.  However, those of you who not get it direct 
may think that this stops you bidding for or buying 
anything listed, and I want to assure you that it does 
not. If you see something you are interested in, then 
get in touch. All Nigel and I want to do is keep the 
models within the enthusiast ranks so that as many 
as possible get to appreciate them, so buying is open 
to everyone!  

Now the actual sales.  

Well, after the euphoria of the previous issue, things 
went flat. Maybe because of winter and Christmas? 
Whatever, we think that we have found a home for 
Prince of Wales, and the rolling road has gone. The 
Beeson coaches sold via eBay, and I have had a few 
enquiries for the magazines. As they are currently in 
Ireland, until they come over and I can work through 
those that have interest in them, I will hold off. 

FOR SALE. 

Roundhouse Lady Anne. Green with orange lining 
(worn in part). Roundhouse No: 171 believed built in 
1988. Current owner since 1995. Meths fired, and 
dual gauge. Replacement slip eccentrics fitted 2017 
(comes with originals). Loco is named Christine, and 
comes with both driver and fireman figures, as well 
as a toolbox on the front footplate and Accucraft 
chopper couplings, with wooden carry case. Offers 
invited. 

Cheddar Samson. We have moved a few Cheddar 
models of late, and owners report that they are 
beautifully engineered 

and run extremely well, as does the following loco. It 

is in lovely condition, as you can see from the photos, with 
only a few minor blemishes. The loco is 32mm gauge, and 
fitted with uprated 2.4 Ghz radio control. It has bufferbeam 
overlays with rivet detail, the smokebox is finished in matt 
black, and the interior of the cab is in cream. It comes with its 
original cardboard box and instructions, and has a sale price 
of £1300. 

To go with the above, you may care to buy two Cheddar 
bogie coaches. These came as kits, and were painted red 
inside and out, and built up but never run. As these kits came 
without interior detailing and glazing, you will have to finish 
this yourself. I have moved similar coaches before, and they 
are very substantial, and ride superbly. You can buy them 
singly at £150 each. 
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Very early Roundhouse Pooter 1984. Only ever run five or six 
times, so in essence virtually new. Alongside the description in 
TBM24 was a review by Dave Pinniger on an almost identical 
model. Whilst the one offered is 45mm gauge, there are a lot 
of you out there who model in this, especially overseas 
readers, and how many opportunities are there ever going to 
be to get one of these much loved and iconic locos? Offers 
invited. 

Now here's something to fill one person's wish list! We knew 
about this loco a while ago, and a few of those in the know 

had a good look. Essentially it is an Archangel L&B Manning 
Wardle, but a previous owner has modified it quite a bit. One 
person said that essentially all that was good of Stewart's was 
kept, and the rest changed. It is manual, and has been 

converted to gas firing. Finished in L&B green with white trim 
lining. I have a raft of photos, including in cab where you can 
see the gas tank (well fitted). The loco has not seen that much 
use in recent years, goes and pulls well, and is only being sold 
because of the arrival of an Accucraft version. If you are 
interested, I will forward the other photos. Offers invited. 

Guards van in the style of the W&Ll. Scratchbuilt. 45mm 
gauge. Brandbright multi-height couplings, and IP wheelsets 
and axle boxes. Body has been weighted. £20 plus carriage 
etc. 

4 wheel scratchbuilt brake second coach in blue. 32mm 
gauge. Older model showing its age and you may care to 
refresh it visually? £20 plus carriage etc. 

 

 

 

Mamod track. This is separate from what is also advertised 
before. It is all usable, but please note the descriptions: 

Std. curves. Intact. 21 pcs. 

Std. straights Intact 48 pcs. 

RH points with levers 4 

LH points with levers 3 

The following are modified or damaged. 

RH points. No levers but working 2 

LH points. No levers but working 2 

Curved track - some short 12 

Straight track - some very short 13 

Modified Peco SM32 curves with thin sleepers 2 



Two books - both Garden Rail publications with Tag Gorton 
as the author. Steam in your Garden, and Steaming in your 
Garden. Both in excellent condition and open to offers. 

26 x 12" lengths of new Mamod straight track, in original 
boxes, together with four lengths minus locking tags, and 
three shorter lengths. Nominally 30ft. in all. Offers please. 

 

The rest of the sales items that appeared in TBM21, 
including the SL1 Mamod tram loco and the Roundhouse 
Pooter, are still available, so please refer back.  However, 
we have decided to price a lot of items to help you come to 
a decision, and you are still welcome to come back with an 
alternative bid if you want to. 

IP Jessie £150. 

TRAM LOCO PROJECT. £200 

TRACK BUNDLES. There are now four bundles, the other 
two being shorter lengths. We have established however, 
that it is all Tenmille plastic sleepered, so it is offered as 
one lot for £50 plus carriage, or collect from Shropshire. 

3 TALYLLYN COACHES. £100 the rake. 

TALYLLYN STANTON COACH. With five passengers worth 
easily £50. Metal bogies. 

WORKMANS 4 WHEEL OPEN COACHES. £20 each. 

BOGIE WORKMANS COACH. This is riding on Brandbright 
compensated bogies, and has passengers. £40 

7mm cattle wagon. ???? 

Two open wagons £15 each. 

From TBM 23 the rake of L&B coaches, the L&B goods 
wagons, and the IoM 4 wheelers are still available 

The list of books in TBM22 are all still available. 

Details and photos available. We understand that the two 
DeWinton style locos and the Bachmann Shay from TBM20 
are also still available. 

If you have not kept the earlier issues of TBM, you can 
access them via the Shropshire Group website. Google in 
Salop 16mm, and our thanks to Mike Wakefield for 
continuing to do this for us. 

WANTED (Nigel comments, I love writing this list each 
edition. I find it makes fascinating reading in it’s own right - 
just reading what other modellers/collectors are interested 
in) 

A gentleman with a nice collection of gas fired locos, 
cannot help but keep thinking that he would like to have a 
go with one that is coal fired. No specific model, but just 
one that won't defeat him at the first few attempts.  Do 
you have something suitable? 

Dave Pinniger wants to add another Archangel 4 wheel 

coach to his rake. As you can see from the photo showing 
his Archangel Rheidol "Hazel" pulling the two coaches he 
has, they are in chocolate and cream. So, if you have one to 
sell him, then it will ideally be either an unmade kit or 
finished in this livery, though if you have one in another 
livery it will be considered. 

 

Any Peter Angus geared locomotive. 

Linda, in Festiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

Yes, after selling the one advertised, we now have another 
request for a Wrightscale Tattoo, with either export or 
contractors' cab. 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW 
lettering, but with 32mm wheelsets. 

An Archangel VoR 2-6-2T loco, to the original body shape. 
Whatever form of firing will be acceptable.   

… then the original list… 

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

Tom Cooper magazines - if you have any please get in 
touch. 

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel coach 
kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed to 
their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would be 
considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler (Photo 
Bayfieldslightrailway) 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet, similar to the one below 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 
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Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A Finescale Hunslet. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Mike Beeson L&B - in any condition 

Dead or Alive - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis? 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt, similar to this one 
of Johns models shown below - but acknowledging that 
John builds to spec for individual customers requirements 
and no two are the same. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests  or NGG16 Garratt 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Mike Beeson L&B coaches (please) 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Merlin Little Wonder 

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol.  Makes a change from the 
Archangel versions, but the owner just loves the model as 
is.  

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile. 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 

 

AUCTION RESULTS 

Lacy, Scott & Knight held a large model 
auction on December 17th., in which 
were a few interesting 16mm locos. 

I have listed the sale prices below, and as 
they indicate a 15% commission, this is 
the higher figure in brackets. 

Almost every loco was radio controlled, 
and all had their own wooden carrying box and usually 
instructions etc. 

Every photo showed basically that the external condition 
was very good. 

Roundhouse Darj. B class in red. £1450 (£1667)  

Accucraft Caledonia £1300 (£1495) 

Roundhouse Billy. Green. £980 (£1127) 

Accucraft IoM Mannin. £1300 (£1495) 

Accucraft Decauville 0-6-0T. Black. £980 (£1127) 

Roundhouse Darj. B class in blue. £1450 (£1667) 

Roundhouse Argylle. £900 (£1035) 

Roundhouse Silver Lady. Claret. £1500 (£1725) 

Roundhouse Darj. Diesel. Blue. £620 (£713) 

Roundhouse Russell. £1800 (£2070) 

Accucraft Mona. £1250 (1437) 

Roundhouse Darj. Diesel. Indian Railways. £700 (£805) 

Roundhouse Darjeeling Garratt. £3500 (£4025) 

Finally a really good looking Kitson-Meyer 0-4-0 + 0-4-0 

Possibly built by Larry Cheesman? £1900 (£2185) 

 

With the exception of the last loco which I think was great 
value, the rest reflect the upper end of current retail prices. 

P A G E  8  I S S U E  2 5  J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2  



 

P A G E  9  I S S U E  2 5  J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2  

There has not been a great amount of heritage items on eBay in the past couple of months, which I 
suppose reflects the time of year? I do know at least one major trader who is reporting healthy sales 
however. Looking at what has sold, and the actual items, I think it is fair to say that if it is interesting 
then it will attract healthy bidding, but maybe more mundane and run of the mill will not? I am no 
expert over this. 

A blue Novo Big-Big steam outline loco, minus chimney, continues to be listed at £55.77 

An Accucraft Superior came on at £1295, was relisted at £1100, and is now as I write back on at £1295. 

A Roundhouse Old Colonial in yellow seems to have just ended, but I am not sure it sold at the asking 
price of £890, which didn't seem too over the top? 

A Regner Willi was offered at £500, but maybe not sold? 

A Sweet Sixteen Beyer Peacock loco kit was offered. Based very much on Dot, which can be seen at the 
Museum at Towyn, this model was as originally produced by Ray Wyborn before it passed to Imp 
Models, where my memory says it was re-engineered due to the cessation of availability of the 

particular Portescap motor/gearbox unit originally used. This kit was offered as partly built, but with no motor unit. 
Okay, I looked long and hard at this, as I really like the loco, but it finally went for £178 after 22 bids which yet again 
surprised me. 

A DeWinton style loco has been relisted at £265. 

A red Mamod, modified with I think Salem extended side tanks, and with some IP mechanical enhancements, was 
offered at £290 but seemed not to sell. 

A Merlin 0-6-0 turned up. It was green, and seemed a little out of the ordinary - certainly not a Mayflower but nice 
looking. It was listed at 32mm, had radio control and a price of £1000 but did it sell? 

An Archangel Princess in black, the Festiniog original prototype and not the Kerr-Stuart, and looking well was on offer. 
It was built by Stewart in his later days, as the makers plate was Annscroft, (Shrewsbury), and it was gas fired. 32mm 
only. Came with carrying box. It has 14 bids and sold at £919 which seemed about right. 

I mentioned a sweet looking little 0-4-0 in 24, reminiscent of a Heywood loco, with fully open cab and in green with 
black sidetanks.  Twin cylinder, meths fired with four wick burner, and a lubricator between the cylinders, the 
engineering looked really good. The builder was given as Primley Works 1979. This had 33 bids and sold at £565. If you 
were the buyer, I would love a piece on this for TBM, and if you know who Primley Works was please let me know. 

The three Beeson 4 wheel coaches, 45mm, that we offered were finally sold on eBay for £142 - they were £114 each 
when built. A red Roundhouse Millie sold after two bids for £590.   A Black homebuilt r/c tram and trailer, which I 
mentioned in the last TBM appeared not to sell for £650. 

YouTube 

Derek writes: 

The last aerial ropeway uses no power, 
moves 300 tonnes a day, and will be 
gone by 2036. There were so many of 
these operating in the days of the slate 
quarries, but how many of you know 
how they worked? This will show you, 
and it is really interesting. 

Preserved Railway narrow gauge 
freight. Over one hour of just so many 
clips, all as per the title. It begins with 
Statfold's Davenport hurrying along 
with a short freight, and very good it 
looks. Well worth one long look, or take 
it in bites. 

ND Welsh Narrow Gauge 1969 507 

new. This is a compilation of Nigel Day 
clips, taken in 1969 of the Vale of 
Rheidol in BR days, the Fairbourne 
Railway in its early 15" gauge 
incarnation, with lovely shots of Katie, 
one of the Twining designed and oh so 
pretty locos, followed by the Festiniog 
and finally the Welshpool & Llanfair. 
This last brought back so many 
memories for me. As a 19 year old in 
1966, with my own motor caravan (!) I 
came up to North Wales for a week and 
toured round all the lines, beginning 
with the W&Ll which back then only ran 
to Castle Caereinion. 

7/8" scale live steam Baldwin 0-4-0. 
This is a recent build by Marc Horovitz 

himself. It is beautifully engineered, 
and runs exceedingly well. Just take a 
look. Marc is as skilled with tools as he 
is with words! 

Dave's Garden Railroad: If you have 
any love of American trestle bridges, or 
can admire the sheer scale of some 
people's imagination and modelling 
skills, then this clip is well worth a visit. 

Ruston & Hornsby 22/28hp Oil Loco 
drive and look round. Watch this in 
tandem with reading Dave Pinniger's 
piece in this issue. It is quite short. 
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Four classic L&B’s 
A short piece on some mostly heritage L&B 

locos!  Graham Tutt writes -  

Spurred by a question and encouragement 

from our esteemed editors, I thought some 

details of four heritage L&B locos, all of which 

come from different manufacturers may be of 

some interest.  

Mac Muckley Exe - The two pictures 

with Mac present are about 30 years 

apart, the earlier image being taken 

at the old Mersham steam up whilst 

the later was in 2017 when Mac 

handed the loco over. It has a centre 

flue gas fired boiler, radio control, it 

seems to have been built with 

Hackworth valve gear but has been 

converted at some point to the 

current set up which runs off 

eccentrics on the driving axle, 

reversing being accomplished via an 

expansion link. The body lifts off aka 

the Merlin Hunslet No14, permitting 

Mac Muckley Exe 
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ready servicing, although water 

and gas can be replenished 

without removing. 

Phil Flint Lew - Produced Mid 80’s 

before Roundhouse production 

commenced. The loco has slip 

eccentric valve gear, pot boiler, 

some rather large meths burners, 

and is very nicely detailed, 

although in need of a mechanical 

overhaul now, I’m in two minds 

over whether to repaint the body 

work, as it has a nice aged patina, 

although starting to lift around 

the top of the tanks. 

 

John Shawe Yeo - This uses 

Roundhouse running gear, with 

the exception that John has fitted 

working Joy valve gear. And of 

course one of John’s coal fired 

boilers, axle and hand water 

pumps and modified bodywork 

to not only hold water in the 

tanks, but also to flip up the cab 

back. It steams very well, being a 

John Shawe Yeo  

Phil Flint Lew  
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relatively small boiler barrel and 

with the big driving wheels is a 

joy to see trundling around, 

built 2003 , bought 2015-16, 

not too sure what its early 

history was. Painted and 

lined by John 

Finally Archangel Taw - 

Another pot boiler meths 

fire loco, running with Joy 

valve gear, I haven’t found a 

date on it but the works 

plate states High Wycombe, 

if that’s any indicator! The 

loco came with some aged 

radio control, which I have 

removed, converting it back 

to manual control, the 

reversing lever being a copy of 

the typical Wheldon type, which I 

have previously made and fitted 

to some RH Pooters. The loco has 

a working pressure of 75 psi and  

is very docile, hence why I was 

happy to convert it back to 

manual control. 

 

 

Archangel Taw 

John Shawe Yeo  

John Shawe Yeo  

Archangel Taw 
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As a follow on from the pictures 

of the railcar originally built by 

Dave Sheilga, I wondered if some 

images of some heritage rolling 

stock might also be of interest. 

These were bought at the same 

time that my dad bought the 

railcar, ie mind 1980s. The L&B 

brake van no23 was only partially 

constructed at the time, missing 

duckets, roof etc, whilst the L&B 

bolster wagon, was complete and 

hasn’t changed too much over 

the intervening 36 years, except 

for the removal of the original 

stanchions (which were nails) and 

chains which went between 

them. They have both been 

stalwarts of my rolling stock ever 

since, although as can be seen 

from the photos are now in need 

of a repaint. 

 

 

 

Nigel adds—this last photo 

completes the L&B set.  This 

however is James Ritson’s Lyn 

running on his old Georgia line.  

James comments,  I bought this 

cheaply at Diamondhead as a bit 

of a basket case.  Some of the cab 

and many of the details pieces 

are missing.  I bought it as a long 

term project and have done very 

little with it to date.  Once I got it 

running it proved to be powerful. 

It will be an early recipient of RC. 

Archangel Taw 
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Derek comments: 

Andrew Mawer kindly sent in 
this piece, and took the photos 
that go with it. The scan of the 
Brandbright catalogue was 
kindly supplied by Nick Ward. 
Out of interest, if you go on 
the IP Engineering website, 
you will find that Mary has 
recently been reintroduced 
after 25 years, and this, it 
states, is because of the 
upsurge in interest within the 

16mm community for heritage 
locomotives. Take a bow, all of 
you. 

An IP Engineering Mary 

At a running day in mid-
September local member Tom 
Hutchinson said he had 
brought along a project which 
I might be interested in – this 
turned out to be a diesel 
outline locomotive, Fordell 
Castle, built by a late member 
on a Lima Bo-Bo chassis in the 
style of a US “switcher”.  There 
was also another diesel outline 
loco, Ted, this time much more 
in the style of what many 
British narrow gauge lines 
would have had.  This was 
fairly heavy for its size, being 
all steel construction, and 

quite happily pottered around 
the track with a few tippers.  
Tom had bought two of these 
little engines from Sandy 
Sanbrook, however felt that he 
only needed one. 

Once home I had time to give 
both a better look over.  
Fordell Castle had a new RC 
system, which wasn’t 
functioning (hence the term 
project) but Ted seemed good, 
with just some paint loss and 
rust.  On the radiator at the 
top it says “IP ENGINEERING” 
with “BRANDBRIGHT” 
underneath, and so I 
presumed it had been a special 
(just as there were the 
Brandbright specials from 
Roundhouse).  However, there 
was little information to be 
had after several searches on 
the interweb, mostly a picture 
on the Anything Narrow Gauge 
museum page of a similar loco 
with the same name but with 
number plates and a toolbox – 
must have been just a 
coincidence with the name I 
thought – and the Vale of 
Rheidol Ebay page which 
indicated that it was a Mary 
(initially I thought it may have 
been a version of IP’s Punch 
locomotive). 

From this I put up a post on 
the 16mm ngm association 
Facebook group, asking how 
long ago the Marys were made 

Electric Avenue 
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and a lot of useful information 
came back.  To summarise: 

A batch of 100 Marys were made 
for Brandbright in the late 1990s, 
ready to run. 

Of these, 50 were in green and 

50 in maroon with 25 of each in 
32mm and 25 in 45mm. 

After supplying these to 
Brandbright, IP began retailing 
direct, having only sold through 
retailers prior to this – essentially 
marked the start of IP 

Engineering as 
we know them 
today. 

A limited 
release was 
done a few 
years ago, this 
time as a kit and 
in plastic (what I 
saw on the Vale 
of Rheidol Ebay 
page). 

As said above, 
this is a really 
solid little 
engine, which 
can be set 
running even 
just for a few 
laps whilst 
steam engines 
are being 

prepared.  In addition to the 
weight, it is aided in haulage by 
chain and sprockets giving 4 
wheel drive, so is quite capable – 
so far the most it has hauled is 4 
weighted bogie coal wagons/11 
skips on level track, but also can 
manage 8 skips on an unpleasant 
gradient on my test track.  In a 
strange turn of events, it turns 
out that the engine pictured on 
the Anything Narrow Gauge 
website is the same one (sort of)! 

 

Thanks are due to Tom 
Hutchinson for offering me these 
two engines (hopefully have 
Fordell Castle running soon), and 
to Craig Shepherd, Sam 
Sherwood, Nick Ward, Ben 
Turner and Ivan Prior for the 
information on the Mary without 
which this article would not have 
been possible. 
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Look who else is back.  It’s not 

just the IP Engineering Mary 

it’s also amazing to see an old 

friend make a reappearance …. 

 

To quote from the 

Roundhouse website, “To 

celebrate our 40th Anniversary 

we are happy to present this 

limited edition 0-4-0 Dylan. 

Representing one of 

Roundhouse’s first production 

models this version showcases 

the progress made in our 

manufacturing processes while 

capturing the look of the 

original. Limited to 100 locos 

you can now place your name 

down now for this slice of 

Roundhouse history.” 

 

Technical specifications for 

'Dylan'. 

Internal gas firing using our 

‘FG’ type burner. 

0-4-0 outside framed chassis 

with two double acting slide 

valve cylinders operated by 

simplified Walschaerts type 

valve gear. 

Exhaust enhancer. 

Controls fitted as standard 

are :- steam regulator, safety 

valve, pressure gauge, 

displacement lubricator, gas 

regulator and reversing gear. 

Dimensions (loading gauge) 

are :- length 310mm over 

buffers, width 115mm, height 

140mm. 

Full radio control is available 

for both regulator and 

reversing valve gear using 

2.4GHz R/C. 

The wheels are adjustable 

between 32mm and 45mm 

gauge 

Available with insulated 

wheels. 

Minimum radius 2'. 

Available in any Standard 

Roundhouse Colour 

More revival news 
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Keith Skillicorn wrote with 

the following question? 

Does anyone have any info 

on the garden railway built 

by Napoleon III for his son. I 

do wonder, could this have 

been the first garden railway 

in history? Does anyone 

have any more information 

on this? The link below 

dated 1859 is all that could 

be found.  

The photos were recently 

posted on the 16mm assoc 

facebook page by Rhys 

Davies See bottom of the 

middle column here. 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/

ark:/12148/bpt6k63742031/

f6.item.zoom?

fbclid=IwAR3362BKwWwTE2

rb_1ek4Biqn0AVGjjbSOzhklc

QFhN7TevTuAlNrTfL9TA 

 

 

 

 

 

Derek writes: Having had 

Topsy (from the Festiniog 

Railway) a few years ago at 

Peterborough on the 

heritage display, we know 

she was built in 1869 to run 

on the garden line of Charles 

Spooner so the above 

predates this. 

 

First 

garden 

railway? 
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Wheldon and 

his wayward 

wanderings 
Derek starts: You have already 

come across Jack Wheldon within 

the pages of TBM, mostly from 

Dave Pinniger's informed pieces 

on the locos that he built. How-

ever, this appreciation, and for 

many of you trip down memory 

lane, will hopefully expand your 

understanding of a man who, 

without a doubt, was at the abso-

lute forefront of bringing our 

hobby of 16mm Garden Railways 

to a far wider audience than 

knew of it up to that point, and 

who then popularised it, wrote 

extensively, and helped others to 

where it and they never looked 

back. 

I will begin by thanking sincerely 

the help and encouragement that 

I have received from Dave Row-

lands, especially with the permis-

sion to print the little book he 

produced on the BCR, and for 

Potboiler 10, Dave Pinniger for 

his continued help, and long term 

interest in Jack's Pooters and 

trams, as well as a raft of photos 

that are with this piece, Marc 

Horovitz for his insight into corre-

sponding with Jack, Harvey Wat-

kins for his personal memories of 

a long friendship with Jack, and 

Steve Herring for allowing the 

use of his list of Jack's articles, as 

well as sending me copies of a 

few for research, which for me 

John Turner and Jack.  Photo D Pinniger 
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made very interesting reading. 

If you love our hobby, then the 

roots and progress it has made 

should surely be of interest, 

and it is my humble opinion 

that there is a huge debt of 

gratitude owed to Jack and all 

the aforementioned, for their 

like will surely not pass this 

way again? In 

writing that, I 

should cou-

ple in the 

name of Pe-

ter Dobson 

whose superb photography 

has left us with so much infor-

mation as well as a deep sense 

of nostalgia.  

You will note a photo of Jack 

crouched over a Caledonia, 

taken by Dave Pinniger. The 

other person in the photo, 

who many of you may not rec-

ognise, is John Turner who 

built his own versions of Cale-

donia, and mighty fine they 

were, as well as designing the 

Lindale kit. In amongst Jack's 

articles was one on 

Steamcraft, and as a huge fan 

of David Taylor and being an 

owner of a Linda and a 

Merddin Emrys, I asked Steve 

for a scan of the piece. I then 

forwarded it to David, who 

came back to tell me that he 

spent a few days down with 

Jack running his then new Lin-

da, and found him very knowl-

edgeable in general about the 

hobby. This says to me that, in 

those early days, there was a 

healthy exchange of interest 

between manufacturers in 

Jack with Dave Rowlands when Jack was track testing the 

Steamcraft “Linda - Photo D Pinniger 

Jack in casual pose [note shades and carpet 

slippers]. Photographer unknown, maybe Jo 

Wheldon.  His three locos are “Sir Humphrey”, 

an Archangel Brick, green Rheidol “Jocelyn” and 

“Sarah” another Rheidol but with a tender 
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each other's models. 

You will get a lot of information 

about Jack in the pieces that fol-

low, but a few details now are 

pertinent. Jack was born in 1925 

in Hull, into a family with strong 

maritime connections, covering 

marine artistry, whaling and later 

marine engineering. As a young 

babe, Jack experienced the en-

gine room of a Humber paddle 

steamer, and his first footplate 

trip was on an LNER Sentinel rail-

car. Following the family artistic 

traditions, he went to Art Col-

lege, then becoming an Art 

Teacher. In Jack marrying, his 

now father-in-law (who modelled 

larger than 5" gauge) had served 

as engineer with the same ship-

ping line as Jack's grandfather, 

before becoming a boiler inspec-

tor. 

“Hecla” running anti clockwise [unusual] passing the station at 

Mutely Standing.  Photo D Pinniger 

Jack track testing the Phil Flint “Lew”.  Photo D Pinniger 

“Lupin” running clockwise as was more usual.  

Photo D Pinniger 



P A G E  2 1  

Apart from his articles, Jack 

published a book titled 

'Machine Age Armies'. This 

came after him being in the 

Army for a time in the Recon-

naissance Corps. The book is a 

serious study of the use of 

tanks in modern warfare, and 

their evolvement from the 

very early designs. He looks at 

the mechanical layouts, and 

there are a number of line 

drawings as well as photos of 

the tanks of the period. 

Whilst Jack did indeed have 

earlier 0 gauge lines in both 

Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, it is 

at Burbage, Wiltshire that Jack 

built two versions of the Bor-

der Counties Railway, and 

where he did most of his 

writings as well as beginning 

the production of Pooters that 

passed on to Roundhouse. 

When he moved to the bunga-

low, it had a detached garage, 

and Jack quickly bricked up the 

main door and converted it 

into a workshop. Then he built 

baseboards round the walls at 

a height of three foot, and put 

in an oval with through sta-

tion, goods yard and engine 

shed. Motive power was 0 

gauge clockwork, steam and 

battery powered, and it all 

rattled round happily. 

Jack however was eyeing up 

the garden. It sloped away 

“Jocelyn” at the far bottom 

right of the garden passing 

the stone cutting  

Photo D Pinniger 

A shot of the garden with the train in the distance  

Photo D Pinniger 

Visiting AVR “Foxdale” on one of the more overgrown 

ground level areas near the house Photo D Pinniger 
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from the house, as well as down 

from left to right, and with now 

paying attention to levels, he 

realised that if he came out of 

the garage and continued down 

the garden, then his line would 

be at about six foot height at the 

far end! So, he built the garden 

line on the level out and back on 

the one side, leaving an incline 

for the last twenty yards up to 

the garage entrance at a gradient 

of 1 in 15! To get a train up this 

gradient, it was hauled by three 

battery locos coupled together - a 

twin motor Hymek and two die-

sel shunters ballasted with lead. 

Whilst making very realistic nois-

es with hauling the loads, they 

tended to wear out the gears and 

motors at an alarming rate! Final-

ly, with the changeover to com-

plete live steam motive power in 

1972/3, Jack abandoned the in-

cline, and built the return loop 

that made his line into the dumb-

bell shape you can see in the first 

track plan, and just used some of 

the workshop track for storage. 

This line was 65yds long, which 

scaled up to three quarters of a 

mile.  

Interestingly, Jack wrote of this 

line that it was built with great 

emphasis on visual effect, but 

neglect of access, leading to great 

charm....and operational incon-

venience. 

Track was a mixture of Bassett, 

Bonds, Mills and more, steel and 

brass, some very old. It was 

mounted on battens, screwed 

onto a decking of old 9" wide 

scaffold planks supported on hol-

 Early days with a Hornby clockwork loco on a scaffold plank. Photographer unknown, probably Jack Wheldon  

A shot of the garden with the train in the distance  

Photo D Pinniger 
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low concrete blocks.or contin-

uous walling for the curves. 

For interest, I have reproduced 

one of Jack's many line draw-

ing explanations on differing 

ways to make your trackbed 

and secure the rail, and you 

can see that it contains that 

humour and his artwork that 

so characterised his articles. 

Having cast eyes across the 

garden to the other side, Jack 

slowly put in piers, walls and 

more planking to take the ex-

tended line, with the help of 

more than one of Sarah's (his 

daughter) boyfriends, until the 

day came when he had invited 

friends to a grand opening. 

The gap across the path at the 

far end was still unbridged, 

and as friends arrived Jack was 

hunting for a further plank to 

cut to length and lay track on. 

Surviving from a previous line 

in Lincolnshire around 1960, 

there was a double-tracked 

lattice bridge, virtually two 

units side by side, in hardwood 

held together by pins and 

brass screws. 

It was propped up in a corner 

of the workshop, too short for 

the gap, too wide for the road 

and too tight for 16mm. Har-

vey Watkins was by then a 

regular visitor, staying with his 

late wife Maureen at Jack's. 

Without a word he seized the 

bridge, put it on the bench, 

and got to work with drill, saw 

and screwdriver, taking it to 

pieces to make a single-track, 

double-span bridge with the 

room to take 16mm stock. 

Seeing this, Jack and the rest 

hurried down the garden to 

begin mixing cement and drag-

ging concrete blocks to make 

the piers. The whole thing was 

finally set up, with one fixed 

and one removable span. It 

was, forever after, Harvey's 

Bridge. The plan of the revised 

railway layout is in the colour 

photo section on the line, 

where you can also see Har-

vey's creation in its splendour. 

The line was now near enough 

a scale mile per lap.  Harvey 

recounts a wonderfully amus-

ing story. One weekend when 

he was staying at Burbage, 

Stewart Browne appeared 

with his new prototype VoR 2-

6-2T, finished in the closest he 

could find to Stroudley LBSCR 

Yellow Ochre which had been 

Jack with my son Edward and daughter Lucy watching the rebuilt AVR “Princess 

Hester”. Photo D Pinniger 

A shot of the garden with the train in the distance   

Photo D Pinniger 
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specified by the buyer. He proud-

ly got it into steam in the station 

area, under a few watchful gazes, 

and then set it off.  

As it ambled away, someone 

shouted out to ask if he had re-

membered to put Harvey's bridge 

in place? Stewart took off like a 

scalded cat, and as his prized loco 

took off into the void where the 

bridge should have been, he only 

just caught it in mid air causing 

flaming meths to cascade every-

where! 

In Jack's articles around that 

time, he went into great detail on 

levels, planting, planning and 

every aspect of garden railways, 

since there was up till that point 

very little available as no-one had 

really any great experience of the 

subject. He did however, write in 

a way that captured the romance 

of this hobby, and that is perhaps 

what ensured everyone's atten-

tion? His article in Railway Mod-

eller of 

August 1974, under the title of 

'Border Counties Railway' and 

with thanks to them for allowing 

this partial reprint, begins: 

'MIDWINTER. An accumulation of 

dead oak leaves rustles against 

the low concrete wall, and as the 

light fades, the last sparrows quit 

their search for crumbs in the 

stiff grasses around the bird ta-

ble. The wind is out of the clear 

north-east to make a night of 

Disaster in the tunnel under the 

path, “Superbrick” hit a dis-

lodged stone.  Photo D Pinniger 

“Jocelyn” at the far bottom of the 

garden emerging from the stone 

cutting 

Photo D Pinniger 
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frosty stars, and ice must be 

forming already, if our toes 

can judge the temperature as 

we stand waiting for the last 

train of the day. 

Here she comes. A faint rum-

ble and clattering from beyond 

the rock garden, the pop of a 

safety valve, and between the 

silver birch and the firethorn a 

brief flowering of steam 

gleams against the darkness of 

the cutting. Sir Humphrey, the 

Archangel Brick 0-4-0 Tank of 

the Border Counties Railway is 

bringing the last train in at a 

steady scale 20mph, his ex-

haust ticking smoothly and 

the glow of his fire just visi-

ble. But behind him all is not 

entirely well. The Corris van is 

lurching and rattling all over 

the place. Ice! Moisture on the 

rails is starting to freeze, the 

wagons' wheels are picking up 

half-frozen slush, and derail-

ment is imminent. Bur Sir 

Humphrey is equal to the oc-

casion. By running dead slow 

The year after Jack died and the 

last day when trains ran on the 

Border Counties. John Cham-

bers with Jack’s “Superbrick” on 

the very decayed scaffold 

planks. Dave Rowlands and I ran 

the other locos. 

Photo D Pinniger 

The brick and block wall, Marc Horovitz running visiting AVR “Foxdale” Photo D Pinniger 



P A G E  2 6  

he melts the ice just long 

enough to get his train 

through safely, and in a couple 

of minutes his dumb buffers 

are touching the sleeper-built 

stop.......... 

Jack mentions the Brick, and 

the other two locos that were 

the steam stud at the time 

were both Rheidols - Jocelyn 

was named after his wife, and 

is the red one with the artistic 

lining that is now in honoura-

ble retirement with Dave Row-

lands, and Sarah, named after 

his daughter, which was a ten-

der version that was sold on. 

Jack passed away suddenly in 

the autumn of 1988. 

Jack's son John years ago pro-

duced a DVD entitled Border 

Counties Railway - Take a trip 

round Jack Wheldon's famous 

scale mile track.  On it are over 

ten minutes of film showing 

Jack running 'Superbrick' and 

'Hecla', with engine eye level 

view trips around the track. 

There are also 36 photographs 

of many of the engines that 

Jack built, tested or devel-

oped, as well as 11 examples 

of his famous artwork that he 

used for his articles and adver-

tising. I am sorry that I cannot 

give you any advice on how to 

get a copy, but if you do come 

across one then I would grab 

it. 

When you come to looking at 

all the photos in this collection 

to remember Jack, you will 

find that there are two of his 

locos called Jocelyn.  The first 

is the original, the Rheidol as 

previously mentioned adorn-

ing the cover of this edition. 

Much later, Jack built the sec-

ond loco to carry the name, a 

type of American switcher, 

which he made in tandem with 

a visually slightly different 

45mm gauge version that was 

bought by Marc Horovitz, who 

still has it.  

If you go onto Marc's banner-

works site and put in Buffalo 

Furnaces you will find a very 

detailed and appreciative sum-

mary of this loco. 

Phil Flint “Lew” and “Taw” on test . Photo D Pinniger 

Webpage featuring 

Jack’s Buffalo 

Furnaces #2 

courtesy Marc 

Horovitz 
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Dave 

Rowlands on 

Jack 

Wheldon. 

Derek writes: 

In lengthy correspondence with 

Dave, he raised a couple of 

points. The title of his little book 

'The Line that Jack Built' is a pun 

on the one on the Romney Hythe 

and Dymchurch Railway. As far as 

the descriptions that go with the 

photos, well here the words are 

those of Jack himself, and lifted 

from an article he wrote for 

Model Railway Constructor. Dave 

took the photos. 

I have also taken Dave's 

suggestion up, by reproducing 

Pot Boiler issue 10. Dave said to 

me: It is important as here is his 

own realisation, in print, of what 

his article "Raising the Pressure" 

actually achieved.  

Without Jack's perceptive and 

bewitching prose, the live steam 

garden railway movement might 

never have got off the ground - 

the lucky chance of 'Archangel' 

Browne and Wheldon coinciding 

cannot be underestimated - nor 

its importance! 

He moved on to great things 

himself - the Heclas and Pooters, 

his firebox/boiler combination 

meant that anyone lighting up 

their loco on their 16mm garden 

layout owes a big debt to Jack 

and Stewart. 

Derek just notes that we all also 

owe thanks to the model railway 

press (as per Steve's list) who 

published Jack's articles.  The 

following two appreciations on 

Jack were both supplied by Dave 

Rowlands for this special edition. 

Three coins in the fountain 

or: The Model Railway Magazine 

Lottery 

Obviously a one-man model 

railway business like Archangel 

Models was not going to attract 

much attention from potential 

customers via small ads in 

"Model Railway News", even 

though there was an astounding 

miracle to be revealed. 

Harvey Watkins, Jack and a few 

others attempted to push 

Stewart in the right direction, 

particularly in producing and 

sharpening up a catalogue. Jack's 

training as an art teacher enabled 

him to redesign Stewart's basic 

ideas on marketing, though 

Archangel was never going to 

afford half, or full page 

advertising to impact in the 

model press of the day. 

Jack thought that the best result 

would come from an illustrated 

feature in one or all of the three 

main model railway magazines. 

Accordingly he wrote three 

articles on the Archangel 0-gauge 

live steam breakthrough, and on 

"the all-weather pot boiler, 

"Brick", all slightly different, and 

sent them off.  

He was himself a contributor to 

"Model Railway News" (now 

"Model Railways") and so it is not 

surprising perhaps that it should 

be the first in print. MRN was the 

oldest established of the mags. 

(early 1900's) and had a large, if 

staid following. 

Alas! Readers of MRN failed to 

heed the clarion call, other than a 

few letters. The second 

magazine, "Model Railway 

Constructor" was also well 

established from the 1930's. 

However, it was a recognised 

'black hole' to authors - it might 

take MRC five years to accept, 

reject or print your article. Jack's 

seemingly vanished without 

trace. 

"Railway Modeller" was the new 

kid on the block, and was 

gradually stealing the readers of 

MRN and MRC in favour of what 

they called 'the average 

modeller'. Whatever the 

ingredients, it was working and 

building up a surprisingly large 

number of readers. 

This was the breakthrough Jack 

had been hoping for - his 

seductive prose and story of the 

'live steam for all' miracle had hit 

the jackpot. There was an 

immediate and enthusiastic 

response in requests for 

catalogues, price lists and other 

information. "The phone never 

stopped ringing for days" recalled 

Stewart. 

The response was well deserved 

and a credit to Jack's powers of 

story-telling. Only his definitive 

piece on small-scale steam in the 

garden "Archangel Models" in 

the part-work "Model and 

Miniature Railways" had a more 
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 immediate and greater response - 

thanks possibly to the added 

benefit of colour photographs. 

"Archangel Models" had arrived 

at last and were there to be seen 

and read about. 

Anticipations 

Literary anticipations are a 

technique in studying the work of 

an author, where you look at 

their early work for signs of what 

was to come later. 

I first fell under the spell of Jack 

Wheldon's persuasive and 

bewitching prose long before 

'Raising the Pressure' hit the 

model railway world. Back in 

1968 he was one of a number of 

contributors to the series 

'Tinplate Topics' in "Model 

Railway News". 

His theme was tinplate in the 

garden, and described the 

building and operating of the first 

"Border Counties Railway" in the 

garden of a farmhouse in the 

wilds of Lincolnshire. He wrote: 

'I am a train-in-the-landscape 

man. It is not enough to run 

trestles down the garden, the line 

must be integrated with the 

ground contour and the 

vegetation. This involves much 

hard work. 

The sight of one's train moving 

through a natural landscape was 

a reward that made the little 

electric motors running through 

paper and plaster scenery seem 

very tame by comparison. My 

ambition was to see plumes of 

steam moving among the trees. 

 

Incidentally this (Dec '68) and the 

following article (Jan '69) in 

"Model Railway News" both 

feature photos of the 2-span box 

section lattice bridge that ended 

its days just outside Mutely 

Standing station on the final BCR. 

Let's have some more from Jack: 

"There is nothing to equal the 

spectacle (A Bassett-Lowke Mogul 

in this instance - DGR) of a live 

steamer in the moonlight with its 

plume of steam and firebox glow 

- or the first glimpse of a 

homeward bound train as it 

emerges from the outer darkness. 

Nor is there anything like running 

on icy rails, for the frost particles 

on the rail were scaled up to the 

size of footballs. The Mogul was 

sent out dead slow and melted 

the ice". In this you can clearly 

identify an anticipation of Jack's 

"Midwinter" essay (RM August 

'74). 

The "Tinplate Topics" series also 

provided worthy anticipations of 

his "Buyer's Guide to Live Steam" 

of later years, with detailed and 

accurate assessments of the 

Bassett-Lowke Mogul and the 

Bowman 4-4-0 (MRN July '71). His 

coverage of the Mogul is in fact 

the best and most detailed 

account of that particular blend 

of toy and engineered model that 

you can find anywhere. He even 

provides an account of a running 

session with the loco in steam - 

something that Bassett-Lowke 

themselves omitted from their 

construction booklet. They 

describe raising steam, but not 

using it - a deficiency that Jack 

delightfully supplied. His 

description of the flaming 

Bowman is on the other hand 

Wagnerian in its grandeur! 

"To think of these larger-than-life 

locomotives hurtling through 

echoing halls, belching flame, 

steam and fumes is to dream of a 

bygone splendour". 

Mind the gap 

An original Roundhouse 

Dylan running on New 

Years Day.  Photo D 

Pinniger 
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Notes from 

Colorado –

Jack 

Wheldon pt2 
by Marc Horovitz 

Photos by the author 

As I mentioned in my last 

column, my association and 

friendship with Jack Wheldon had 

a profound influence on me as 

concerned our hobby. He was a 

wonderful fellow and a gold mine 

of information and opinions. For 

this special issue of Throwback, 

Derek asked me to revisit my 

Wheldon file and to share with 

you some gems from it, so here 

goes. 

My first letter to Jack was dated 

11 May 1982. In it I thanked him 

for his “Buyer’s Guide to Steam” 

series, which was running in 

Model Railways magazine at the 

time. Here, in part, is his 

response: 

“It is always a pleasure to be told 

that the “Buyer’s Guide to 

Steam” has been found 

interesting. Without conceit, I 

can say that I’ve been told many 

times what you have told me, 

plus the information that my 

series is ‘the only reason why I 

buy the magazine.’ It seems that 

the only people who don’t 

appreciate that the series has 

been well liked are the editorial 

staff, for not one appreciative 

letter has been published, and 

the Editor [Cyril Freezer] has told 

me that he doesn’t want to 

feature me every month. Yet his 

advertising manager has asked 

me for suggestions to improve 

the circulation!” Jack goes on to 

castigate all of the British model-

railway magazines of the time as 

being boringly alike, and 

suggesting that Model Railways 

improve their lot by becoming 

the authoritative magazine for 

the larger scales. This suggestion 

fell on “deaf ears,” alas. 

Jack was always free and helpful 

with technical information on any 

aspect of steam locomotives. We 

got into a discussion about a 

substitute for asbestos string as 

wick material for meths-fired 

engines. Jack said, “I recall an 

incident of about eight years ago, 

when a neighbor gave me a 
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 wreck of a pre-war Bowman loco. 

I restored it, and then, finding 

myself without asbestos string, 

cut up some thick, shiny, 

synthetic-looking string that had 

come into the house tied round a 

carpet or something. It conducted 

spirit freely, and it didn’t char 

away; it became fused and glassy-

looking above the tubes, but 

continued to afford a healthy 

flame. Could this material have 

been a form of fibreglass? Clearly, 

experiment is called for.” 

The meths-fired pot boiler was 

Jack’s boiler of choice. He didn’t 

like the centre flue, gas-fired 

boilers that today seem to have 

become more or less a 

commercial standard. He had this 

to say about them: 

“May I advise strongly against a 

gas-fired centre-flue boiler? It is 

not a good basic premise. 

Historically, the plain centre-flue 

is a steam boat boiler, acceptable 

for that role despite its inherent 

inefficiency solely for safety 

reasons. The primary drawback to 

the plain centre flue is the small 

heating surface, which can be 

increased only by the expensive 

technique of installing cross 

water tubes. One might as well 

build a multi-flue boiler in the 

first place. The second drawback 

is the critical location of the 

burner. Unless you determine the 

optimum location by experiment, 

then design your loco so that 

customers can’t get the burner 

out of place, you’ll get complaints 

of poor steaming. The third is 

that it compels the use of an 

oversize boiler unless a feed 

pump is employed.” 

Production work was not one of 

Jack’s strong points. Customers 

had to wait months (or longer!) 

to receive their engines. Jack 

developed his “Pooter” class 

engine and widely discussed its 

attributes in the model press of 

the time. Consequently, he was 

besieged with orders, which was 

certainly gratifying to him. 

However, producing Pooters 

meant that he couldn’t 

concentrate on new work, which 

was frustrating. Ultimately, he 

turned Pooter production over to 

Roundhouse Engineering. Here’s 

an excerpt from a letter of that 

time: 

“Due to my lack of knowledge 

and experience of production 

techniques, I was getting 

seriously behindhand with my 

engine building. Although I 

advertised only six times, ending 

a year ago, orders continued, 

which I could not hope to fulfill 

within a reasonable time, and 

many people went elsewhere. For 

several months I have refused to 

take further orders. A couple of 

meetings with Roger Loxley of 

Roundhouse Engineering have 

changed the situation. I examined 

and tested his basic loco, Lady 

Anne, and found it very good. 

Roger understands production 

techniques and has the youthful 

energy to implement them. We 

are cooperating on the current 

order list of standard, gauge-0 

Pooters, and he will undertake 

new orders without reference to 

me, leaving me to concentrate on 

variants and new designs.” 

Jack was a true garden railway 

man as well as being a keen 

observer of the hobby. When I 

started publishing Garden 

Railways magazine in 1984, I 

included Jack in my subscription 

list. Here’s part of a note I 

received from him during that 

year: 

“Thanks for the latest copy of 

Garden Railways. I find it 

exceedingly interesting to note 

that already one may notice 

subtle diversions of direction in 

the American and British 

approaches to this aspect of the 

hobby — differences which may 

perhaps be ultimately 

attributable to climatic 

influences. In these normally wet 

islands, one may rely upon an 

extraordinarily varied vegetation 

to supply any deficiencies in one’s 

landscaping, to a degree that can 

scarcely be possible in the 

Western States. I quote an 

American for my authority: the 

very observant Richard Henry 

Dana, who, in the 1840s, 

remarked on the monotony of 

vegetation in California. It further 

appears to me that American 

garden railwaymen relate 

themselves more closely to the 

model railway (small scale) 

viewpoint than to that of 

miniature engineering, although I 

note several valiant attempts by 

your contributors to shift 

emphasis in the latter direction.” 

This last observation was astute 

and accurate. The reason for this 

difference in approach was that 

model engineering was never as 

popular in the US as it was in 

Britain, by a wide margin. 

American garden railroaders 

arrived at that aspect of the 
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 hobby having come up through 

the smaller, indoor scales, as 

opposed to via model 

engineering. 

This article could go on for many 

pages; the above quotes hardly 

scratch the surface.  My 

correspondence with Jack 

occupies a file that is literally an 

inch or more thick. He obviously 

spent many hours writing his 

multi-page letters to me and it 

was always a good day when one 

of these informative, 

illuminating, and entertaining 

epistles arrived. I feel privileged 

to have been the recipient of 

them and it is a great pleasure to 

reread them.  

I’ll close this with some thoughts 

from Jack about proposed future 

projects. These came after a 

request to Jack from Dave 

Pinniger for an American-style 

tender engine with a forced-draft 

boiler. “Indeed, my inclinations 

lie in the forced-draft direction. I 

feel that I have taken the spirit-

fired pot boiler as far as I can, 

and now am aware of its 

limitations as applied to loco 

configuration. The next creation 

must carry water around with it.” 

As far as I know, this line of 

pursuit never came to anything.  

Derek writes: 

 

Separate to Marc's text, he sent 
me a link to an interview he did 
years ago with Jack. I have often 
been surprised when a mental 
image I have built of someone is 
totally turned upside down when 

confronting the reality. So it was 
with this  

interview for me, as I had made 
up a totally different voice and 
delivery in my head. I really do 
suggest you listen to it (3 parts) 
as it is fascinating and so 
instructive. I would remind you to 
remember the era in which Jack 
is talking - there will be things he 
says that today would seem 
totally natural, but back then 
were revolutionary. Click on the 
following: 

http://www.sidestreet.info/
locos/loco120b.html 

The three clips together takes 
about 30 minutes, so settle down 
with a coffee.  

Mind the gap 

Archangel Eigiau running on Ben Shaws railway 

in the middle of last year.  Photo N Town 

http://www.sidestreet.info/locos/loco120b.html
http://www.sidestreet.info/locos/loco120b.html
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A summary of Jack’s articles  
Steve Herring has been a fan of Jack's writings, to the point where he has copies of all bar three of 

them and has kindly supplied the following information. 

Raising the Pressure  Railway Modeller August 1973 

Tracks for the Great Outdoors Railway Modeller July 1974 

Steam in the Garden (The B.C.R.)  Railway Modeller August 1974 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam Model Railways July 1981 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  Mamod SL1  Model Railways October 1981 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  Merlin Midas Model Railways December 1981 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  Lindale Caledonia Model Railways August 1981 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  HB Models Model Railways March 1982 

Live Steam Garden Railways:  J Turner Caledonia  
Model Railway 
Constructor July 1986 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  The Shirley Burner   Model Railways June 1982 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  Steamcraft     Model Railways November 1981 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  The Cooke engines  Model Railways January 1982 

A Buyer's Guide to Steam:  Archangel     Model Railways February 1982 

Pots and Kettles   
Model Railway 
Constructor August 1984 

Live Steam Garden Railways: The Generating Game Model Railway August 1986 

Live Steam Garden Railways: The Generating Game Model Railway October 1986 

Live Steam Garden Railways: The Generating Game Model Railway November 1986 

Live Steam Garden Railways: The Generating Game Model Railway December 1986 

Tramming by Steam    
Model Railway 
Constructor June 1986 

The Fell Diesel    
Model Railway 
Constructor May 1985 

Mixed consist on the Two Foot        
Model Railway 
Constructor November 1984 

Building a Garden Railway for Steam    
Model Railway 
Constructor June 1984 

Harvey Watkins Models 
Model Railway 
Constructor August 1977 

Live Steam Review:  Aster Gauge 1 locos 
Model Railway 
Constructor January 1977 

Live Steam Review:  Aster Swiss 4-6-0  
Model Railway 
Constructor February 1977 



 

P A G E  4 5  I S S U E  2 5  J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*1  This was the last article written by Jack 

*2  A scan of any or all of these three articles would be very welcome. 

Finally, covering a lot of subjects, you used to be able to buy a magazine every week that you put in a 

binder to build up something akin to an encyclopedia.  Thus there was a series called ‘History of Model 

and Miniature Railways, where in part 7 you could find a piece on Archangel, written by Jack.  It had a 

photo of Stewart, with for him surprisingly short hair, running his 0 gauge 0-4-2 Stirling. 

Review:  Phil Flint L&B 
Practical Model 
Railways October 1987 

Live Steam Review:  Roger Marsh Ogwen  
Model Railway 
Constructor April 1984 

Buyer's Guide to Steam: Burton Leech LMS 0-
6-0T Model Railways November 1984 

Live Steam Review:  R'house Lady Anne/
Dylan Model Trains July 1983 

Live Steam Review:  Merlin Hunslet      Model Trains September 1983 

Live Steam review:  Mamod kit   Model Trains November 1983 

A Visit to the Doctor 
Model Railway 
Constructor February 1985 

Live Steam Garden Railways: Building Ameri- Model Railway August 1985 

Live Steam Garden Railways: Building Ameri- Model Railway February 1986 

Reviews:  Roundhouse Engineering  
Practical Model 
Railways November 1987 

The Border Counties Revisited   
Practical Model 
Railways October 1988 

Princess Hester's Transformation  *1 
Practical Model 
Railways March 1989 

Seven Years in Steam – Archangel       Railway Modeller August 1976 

A Working Snow Plough Railway Modeller December 1975 

Tinplate in the Garden (1)   *2          
Model Railway 
News December 1968 

Tinplate in the Garden (2)   *2     
Model Railway 
News January 1969 

Tinplate Topics                      *2        
Model Railway 
News July 1971 
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Jocelyn has the 

last word ?  
Dave Pinniger reflected - 

When Jack died so suddenly it 

was understandably a while 

before Jo decided that she 

wanted to keep Jack’s locos for 

the family but would sell the 

tools and all the stuff in Jack’s 

workshop. She asked me and 

Dave Rowlands if we would 

sort out all the paraphernalia 

and sell what we could at the 

16mm annual show at 

Stoneleigh. 

Dave and I spent some days 

sorting through pieces of 

metal and boxes and boxes of 

nuts, screws, washers and 

components for unfinished 

locos and other projects. The 

most exciting find was a 

cardboard box which 

contained the dismembered 

remains of Jack’s old 

Archangel Rheidol “Jocelyn”. 

We remembered that Jack had 

spoken of rebuilding the loco 

with new cylinders as the 

original one and its associated 

motion were worn out, but 

had got distracted by other 

things and never got around to 

it. In those days there was not 

much interest in 16mm 

Heritage Steam, and we 

thought that it would not fetch 

much money at Stoneleigh. 

Dave asked me if I could ‘just’ 

put the engine back together 

so that he could have it for 

display with some BCR wagons 

as a tangible memory of Jack 

and his railway. It was a 

somewhat daunting task, but I 

took on the restoration with 

pleasure and after some weeks 

managed to find most of the 

original loco and screw the 

components back together. 

However, there was one 

important component missing 

- the smokebox door. By this 

time, it was pointless to look 

for it as the workshop was 

now mostly cleared. Dave told 

me not to worry as he would 

make a replacement. 

A year later we were visiting Jo 

at Burbage and I took a loco to 

have a final run on the Border 

Counties before Jo moved 

house. My son Edward was 

investigating the railway and 

the abandoned quarry siding 

area near the rock cutting and 

bridge and spotted something 

interesting beside the track. 

He brought it over to show me 

and I realised that it was the 

missing smokebox door from 

“Jocelyn”! How on earth had it 

got there? We will never know 

the true story, but happily 

“Jocelyn” then had her original 

smokebox restored and sits 

proudly on a shelf in Dave’s 

living room resplendent in 

Jack’s “Fairground” livery. 

Jack would have seen the 

funny side of the story and 

almost certainly blamed it on 

the mischievous wood nymphs 

which lived on the Border 

Counties Railway. 

Adios Jack and thanks for the 

memories. 

Dave Pinniger 
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Does the world 

need another 

Merlin-Beck  

0-8-0?  
A couple of issues back, we 

offered for sale a collection of 

Merlin-Beck main mechanical 

components and boiler, but 

with no bodywork. Thanks are 

due to Mike Dockery, who 

bought the parts, and then has 

in fairly quick order produced 

the following loco. He writes: 

I have attached images of the 

loco built from the Beck 

Helene parts. As you will see, 

No 62 is a FOGGY Class Merlin-

Beck 0-8-0T that is very little 

different from the original in 

Peter Dobson's 1985 book. 

Although I must own up to the 

Archangel spectacle rims and 

the Roundhouse handrail 

knobs, it is essentially a new 

Merlin loco that just happens 

to have been finished and 

delivered about 40 years late 

(maybe some sort of 16mm 

record, even for Merlin?). I 

think that Tom's general 

Anglicised-Beck aesthetic still 

looks fine from 10-20 feet 

away or at least that is my 

excuse for now having 6 of 

these 0-8-0Ts (in amongst the 

RH&LLR's total of about 20 0-8

-0Ts). 

From Derek's point of view, it 

looks just as good from up 

close! 
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Right and 

wrong?  
Derek writes: 

It all began with Keith Skillicorn 
circulating some photos of his 
steam up on his Vale of Evermore 
Railway on New Year's Day. I 
have included the side view of 
Snowdon Ranger, because I think 
it is a superb shot that just 
captures the magic of the loco, 
but it is the head on view that 
caused  

Dave Pinniger to start the 
following exchange. He wrote: 

I have a dilemna (not catching). 
Having seen Keith's Snowdon 
with the right sort of front end 
end couplers, I am seriously 
thinking of modifying mine and 
removing the buffer beams and 
Archangel buffers. Would this be 
heritage vandalism? I would 
appreciate your views. 

Keith responded: 

If you make new bufferbeams as I 
have, you can convert it back to 
original at any time. My original 
beams live in a special box in the 
garage. 

Nigel Town then joined 
in: 

I don't think that there 
is a right or wrong 
answer on this. If you 
look in Peter Dobson's 
book, page 7, it shows 
SR with a modified 
Tenmille chopper 
coupling sitting on a 
narrow buffer beam. 
Depending on the 
method of attachment, 
could you not have two 
and swap them 
depending on how the 

mood takes 
you? Then it's 
reversible 
vandalism, 
which is totally 
acceptable.  

This prompted 
the last word 
from Dave: 

Thanks all for 
your positive 
comments, I am 
now happy to 
go ahead 
without fear of 
castigation. I 
remember the 
nylon buffers 
were not 
original as it 
had wooden 
ones when I 
bought it 
second hand. 

So there you 
are - a bit of fun 
and maybe a 
point made? 

 

For those of you who may not be 
aware of the specifications of 
Snowdon Ranger, you could well 
be puzzled by the long black tube 
that projects alongside the 
wheels and on to the front of the 
loco before turning upwards. The 
meths tank for the loco is fixed to 
the power bogie, and is hence 

very close to the wicks. This 
arrangement is one of a few 
different routes for the filler that 
Stewart tried to avoid igniting 
any meths vapour expelling from 
the tube. 
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Pinnigers 

Patch - it’s a 

wind up? 

A brace of Rustons 

Some years ago, 

Steve Bell brought a 

beautiful little 

16mm Ruston diesel 

loco to a steam up 

at Keith Skillicorn’s. 

He then surprised us 

by producing a key 

and winding up the 

motor, the engine 

ran very well and 

did not race away. 

Steve had built it 

around a small 

Hornby mechanism but with 

much smaller wheels which 

slowed it down. [Does this make 

it a Ruston and Hornby?] I told 

Steve that Marc Horovitz had also 

built a clockwork [spring drive in 

the USA] loco to 7/8ths scale 

around a larger Meccano motor 

and that I had a similar 

mechanism which I had planned 

to use 

but 

never 

got 

around to it.  I gave Steve 

the Meccano No 1 motor, 

which I had used with my 

Meccano set in the 1950’s, 

and thought no more 

about it. Come the 

Summer steam up on the 

AVR and Steve arrived and 

presented me with a box 

containing a beautifully 

made 7/8ths 30/40 Ruston 

which he had built over 

the last couple of months.  

It runs really well and does 

a couple of circuits of the 

CLR on one wind. Steve 

also told me that he had 

made the wooden pitch pine 

buffer beams from material 

salvaged from some remaining 

Ruston newly delivered for the Sedimentary Sand and Gravel 

Company on a test run on the Cookham Manor Light Railway.  Photo 

Dave Pinniger 

16mm Ruston body parts and Hornby mechanism. Photo Steve Bell 
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fragments of a 15” gauge 

Heywood coach so the loco 

really has a historical narrow 

gauge Heritage connection.  

I love bringing this engine out, 

winding it up and setting off 

with a short train. It is instant 

power and amazes younger 

people who, unlike us oldies 

brought up on Hornby 0 gauge, 

have not really encountered 

spring drive before. I suppose 

it must be the most eco-

friendly loco I have as it uses 

no batteries, gas or meths, and 

the mechanism is now over 60 

years old. 

More power to our elbows! 

 

 

 

CMR/SSG driver Barry Bolt with his new loco. 

Photo Dave Pinniger 

16mm loco complete but not yet painted. 

Photo Steve Bell 

7/8ths Ruston mechanism. Photo Steve Bell 

Barry risks a hernia winding the Ruston.  

Photo Dave Pinniger 
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I get the 

point. 

 

Tony Bird kindly sent the 

following: 

In the last issue of ‘Throwback’ 

you showed a photograph of Ron 

Grants modified Hornby tin plate/

Mamod points with the addition 

of wing and check rails. Well, our 

new layout ‘Ffordd-y-Deryn’ (yet 

to be exhibited) uses twelve of 

them. Over the years I have made 

many different types of points 

with several different rails and 

track construction. I first saw 

Ron’s points in use on, I think, the 

old Rowlands Lodge layout and I 

am sure it was John Wenlock that 

told me the inspiration for them 

came from 

a commercially made point for an 

odd small model track gauge 

which I had never heard of. The 

advantage of not having to worry 

about wheel profile and back-to-

back measurement of this type of 

point is obvious. Anyway, we 

were having problems on the 

garden railway at the Cardiff MES 

with what was nominally a gauge 

1 track which members were 

trying to run locomotives and 

stock of anything around 45 mm: 

LGB, Playmobile, Bachmann and 

the like. We were getting fed up 

with point problems and I 

remembered the modified point 

and made several of them to 

replace the existing ones. They 

were very successful and when 

our old ‘Rhydypenderyn’ layout 

needed a couple of extra points I 

chose to use the design again as 

they are a lot easier and quicker 

to make than a conventional one. 

What I did find was that unless it 

was pointed out, few people 

noticed that they were different 

possibly because of the not 

needed wing and check rails. 

I have attached a photograph of 

two of the gauge 1 points made 

for the CMES garden railway 

which were lifted when dual 

gauge track was laid. 

The only difference I can see 

between Ron’s point and my copy 

is that on Rods the point is 

operated as a conventional point: 

a rod pulling pushing the point 

blades, my copy is pulled/pushed 

at the other end near the frog. I 

did this as at this end there is 

more friction from a bar sliding 

under the point of the frog that at 

the other where the blades are 

free. 

A bit of a video of the points 

made for the new layout at:  

 

https://youtu.be/GspUoZ8wojM 

I’ve taken the liberty of doc-

toring Tony’s photo with red 

circles to show the pivot point 

as I wasn’t sure how well it 

would reproduce.  Thanks 

Nigel 
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THE BENBRIL 

FLYER - STILL 

FLYING 
After reading the last issue of 

TBM, Andrew Coward got in 

touch, as follows: 

Seeing the photo of the railcar, I 

thought that I would let you 

know that I have the honour to 

own it now. I had watched the 

You Tube clips many times, so 

when it came up for sale on eBay 

some years ago I knew that I had 

to have it. The 'Buy it now' price 

was pretty high, but on impulse I 

pressed the button, made the 

purchase, and have not regretted 

it since. A few days later a small 

wooden box arrived, left on my 

front doorstep by a parcel 

delivery driver who was back in 

his van and halfway up the road 

as I picked it up. This was not a 

good sign I thought, especially as 

when I picked it up there was the 

sound of many loose items 

inside. Opening the box showed 

that the railcar had suffered 

extreme damage! There was no 

packaging, and with it being only 

a loose fit in the box, the damage 

was not all down to the courier 

driver. I contacted the seller, who 

offered a price reduction if I 

would accept the model. Looking 

upon it as a kit, I decided to keep 

it. 

The Flyer was restored within a 

few days .......bit like a 3D puzzle. 

Most of it is original and the new 

parts I have left unpainted 

copying the rule followed by 

archeologists when 

restoring ancient 

items. I feel that I am 

a custodian of an 

important 

item ..........I have 

not altered the 

destination board!  

The Flyer is now 

radio controlled with 

upgraded electrics. 

The motor which I 

have heard is from a video 

recorder is still going strong as 

evidenced on a YouTube film. The 

passengers have taken a bit of a 

battering and some look a bit 

ragged.  

The Flyer is a very useful vehicle 

for testing track clearance, my 

grandchildren love to drive it, and 

a first time visitor gets handed it 

as a way of introducing the line. 

Whenever I put a picture of it on 

the Isle of Westland webpage it 

collects a huge viewing figure. It 

recently appeared as a pic in my 

line's article in Garden Rail 

magazine.  It has been to shows 

on the Kent group's 'Hopfield' 

layout and if this goes to 

Peterborough it will go again. 

If you want to have a quick look 

at the Flyer in quite amazing 

action, then click on this link: 

https://fb.watch/9YlopGpsbr/ 
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A Tram loco 

by any other 

name 
Pat Brewer, who is rapidly 

establishing himself as a collector 

of such models, sent in the 

following: 

Recently, through the annuls of 

the Throwback Modeller 

magazine, I purchased a tram 

loco. This is a short report on said 

model, which appeared in the 

Sales column a couple of issues 

back. I took the plunge, as it 

were, and through the offices of 

Derek I was put in touch with the 

seller, and a suitable sale was 

concluded.  The loco duly arrived, 

and I was in for a very pleasant 

shock, as it was not what I 

expected. It was in fact a joy to 

behold. A full report of the loco 

can be found on the Model of the 

Month section of the 16mm 

Association website. 

It was a bit like the Tardis of Dr. 

Who fame, as there was so much 

packed into it. In what is a 

comparatively small 

loco there is a water 

tank with hand 

pump, an axle pump 

with full regulation, 

a multi-tube boiler, 

gauge glass, and a 

regulated steam 

output to allow 

slow running. It was 

advertised as a loco 

that required 

careful running, 

unlike such as 

Roundhouse products that run 

straight out of the box as it were. 

The reasons for this performance 

came down to a couple of 

factors. The boiler, which is quite 

small, needs the water to be 

regulated by the axle pump, and 

firing of the loco is quite critical 

in that it is a chicken feed spirit 

burner that is quite delicate. 

Apparently this loco had the 

reputation of setting fire to a 

couple of lines, due to an excess 

of fuel coming through and out 

onto the track, but with careful 

regulation all this is avoidable. 

Having said all that the loco is fun 

to operate, because it is very 

much hands on, which I really 

enjoy. 

With respect to the actual 

performance, it runs like a Swiss 

watch 

despite 

its age, 

and the 

fact that 

there is 

only one 

geared 

cylinder. I 

will admit 

that, 

before I ventured out into the 

great wide world with the loco, I 

did spend a while firing her and 

running on blocks to get a feel of 

how to operate her. This has paid 

off with my having no real 

problems. 

When I first got the loco I felt 

that it could do with some 

sprucing up as it, so to begin with 

the roof was sprayed black, 

whilst the main body received a 

coat of green. As it has an upright 

boiler, an external lagging of 

wood was applied, using the 

ubiquitous coffee stirrers, after 

which a couple of brass bands 

finished the job nicely. The loco 

was then treated to a pair of 

name plates bearing 'The Ding 

Dong Mine No:1', named after a 

favourite mine in Cornwall. 

The beauty of this model is that 

you can run her as a tram loco 

with the body in situ, or remove 

it to have a DeWinton style. Both 

work well.  All in all, I have 

enjoyed a considerable amount 

of pleasure in both getting used 

to, and running the loco, not to 

mention carrying out the 

transformations. 
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PETER  

ANGUS  

SERAJOEDAL 

TRAM 
This is another 
piece from Paul 
Howard, and he 
writes as fol-
lows:  The Sera-
joedal tramway 
was an exten-
sive 3’6” gauge 
railway built in 
Java by a Dutch 

company in 1893. It’s purpose 
was to provide cheap transport 
to Dutch government companies, 
especially sugar factories. Four-
teen locos were built by Beyer 
Peacock to supply the motive 
power. 

I obtained the loco some time 
ago from a fellow Yorkshire 
Group member but only got 
round to renovating it last year. 
Built by Peter in 1997, it carries 
the works number 49, making it 
the earliest of the Angus locos 

that I own. Although the originals 
were all 0-6-0s, Peter made this 
model as an 0-4-0, which allowed 
him to fit the SVS engine unit 
between the frames. This is cer-
tainly not noticeable, since you 
can barely see the wheels at all. 
The bodywork had been painted 
and lined by the late Geoff Mun-
day and, fortunately, was in abso-
lutely mint condition,  

The mechanics needed a little bit 
more work. The boiler was by 
Tony Sant (Finescale) and only 
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needed a good descaling.  

The SVS engine unit, however, 
was well worn and had little pow-
er- this was easily rectified by 
replacing the cylinders with a 
new pair that I had in stock. The 
originals have been stripped and 
re-ringed and can now be used in 
another restoration project. The 
small displacement lubricator 
was scrapped and replaced by a 
much larger unit and all associat-
ed pipe work was replaced.  

The only bodywork modification I 
made was the fitting of dummy 
Ross pop safety valves, as per the 
original. The base for these re-
quired much hand filing and the 
valves are still awaiting a lever 
and spring to complete.  

The engine had its first run on 
our layout, Rhydypenderyn, at 
Statfold Barn last year. It proved 
to be an excellent runner. The 
Tony Sant boiler produced plenty 
of steam and I could easily get 
run times exceeding forty 
minutes. 

Derek says: Well, I would like this 
wouldn't I? It is lovely to the eye, 
especially with the headlamp and 
no enclosure forward of the side-
tanks. Now what I would like are 
some photos and a piece on one 
of the tramway locos that ran on 
the Clogher Valley Railway in N. 
Ireland, as they are very similar 
to the above. I know some elec-

tric models were made years ago. 
Any input would be appreciated. 
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Derek writes: 

Whilst corresponding with Dave 

Rowlands, he told me that in his 

opinion the best read ever on 

narrow gauge railways in their 

heyday is: 

On the Narrow Gauge by P.B. 

Whitehouse, published in 1964 

by T. Nelson & Son. 

I went onto eBay, and there were 

a choice of four, all up to but not 

over £10 plus postage. It has re-

cently arrived, and I am not dis-

appointed. It covers 100 years 

from 1863, and hence in the early 

'60s it is looking at the final flings 

of narrow gauge in Ireland, as 

well as the beginnings of the her-

itage renaissance. It also ventures 

abroad, and I for one have a mas-

sive love affair for the Billard rail-

cars of the Vivarais system which 

are included. There are loads of 

black and white  photos, but an 

awful lot of text which takes the 

page count to 148. 

On another note, I am really 

grateful to Chris Stockdale for 

letting me know this. He reads 

Railway Modeller on line, and has 

discovered that, not only does he 

get the current issues as  applica-

ble, but he now has a full library 

of back issues, as far as no:1, to 

browse. This gives you access to 

the pieces Jack wrote, as detailed 

elsewhere, as well as all the other 

16mm garden railway pieces that 

used to appear regularly, espe-

cially within the annual outdoor 

line special. 

 

 
A piece of memorabilia for sale 

Geoff Evans writes: I know this is 
not your usual subject matter for 
the mag. but I thought it may 
appeal to someone? I attach a 
photo of a pewter tankard that 
was “awarded” to the late Don 
Boreham. 

The inscription on the pint-sized 

tankard [of Malayan pewter] 

refers to "S.C.I. Xmas 1945".  

Research tells me that SCI stands 

for Staff Corp India.  The 

Japanese surrendered in August 

1945 and the official surrender 

was signed 2 September 1945. 

During September our military 

sent an administrative division 

into Malaya to re-establish the 

legal and political situation in an 

attempt to fraught the 

Communists. Which was not 

entirely successful for some years 

but that’s another story! 

Presumably Staff Sergeant Don 

was with the division in 

September and they were 

celebrating at Christmas time by 

giving out tankards? We may 

never know! 

The family are not interested to 

keep the tankard & the Imperial 

War Museum have some already, 

so might any of the readers be 

interested in acquiring this item? 

If so perhaps a donation to 

charity [I would propose RNLI 

considering all their extra hard 

work with immigrants] would not 

go amiss. 

If you are of an age to remember 

Don and his contributions to the 

hobby, and fancy having this, 

then please contact Derek 

Read all about it 
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DETECTIVE 

DEREK,   

CASE 1  Dave Pinniger is 

in inquisitive mode again. He was 

looking back through old records 

after something else, when he 

came across this photo. It was 

taken at the Merstham Show in 

2002, and he is pretty sure that it 

shows Norman Lardner with the 

coal fired Hunslet. He can only 

think that this is one of Martin 

Sheridan's 7/8ths. Scale locos, 

but he was not aware that 

Norman had one. Do you agree 

with this, and have you any ideas 

as to where this loco is now? 

CASE 2 This request is 

from Roger Hine, who traded for 

many years as Friog Models. He 

asks: I am hoping you can help 

me. Many years ago I did a deal 

with a chap and in a part 

exchange for one of my battery 

locos he gave me the bits of a 

Merlin 

project he 

had been 

playing 

with. As 

far as I 

can 

remember he told me it 

was a collection of parts 

rather than an established 

Merlin loco. I am not a 

Merlin expert. The pictures 

show the loco as I have 

finished it finally. Chassis 

with a very long overhang 

and 

more 

holes 

than 

the 

proverbial Swiss cheese and a 

body that seems to have had the 

gas tank moved as you can see 

from the holes in the roof. I have 

made new rods to replace some 

very weak brass ones and put 

new cylinders on. The question is 

what exactly have I got?!  

Hopefully you can help? 
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DOWN 

1. Old Nick’s card game in Rheidol Valley. (6,6) 

2. Belonging to us, even though it’s hidden in the 
Douro Valley. (3) 

3. Sandwich islands with ex-cane railways in the 
US. (6) 

4. Heavenly manufacturer of model steam locomo-
tives. (9) 

5. Gain knowledge initially from a London North 
Eastern Railway accident. (5) 

6. Strange eater is disturbed on East Anglian rail-
way. (5,7) 

7. Mentally prepare oneself to face railway line ma-
terial. (5) 

10. Mediaeval memorial to telephone inventor, 
sounded to warn of approaching train. (5,4) 

13. Ffestiniog Earl diverts a rill. (5) 

14. Stain P, mixed, decorates rolling stock. (6) 

16. Mrs Major hides in a normally-aspirated engine. 
(5) 

20. Indian state sounds as if it’s a fully functioning 
loco. (3) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Old half clogs reused to make Talyllyn 
station. (7,5) 

7. Prison warder holds wooden layout 
together. (5) 

8. Committee meeting president found on 
the sleeper. (5) 

9. Remove fair from double-bogied loco to 
create a falsehood. (3) 

10. A bin train is transformed into the first 
BR Class 7. (9) 

11. Northern Line station made famous as 
Gateway to the South. (6) 

12. I get in a mess to light loco. (6) 

15. Queensland tramway is in final 
reorganisation. (9)  

17. Initial source of supply for garden side of 
the railway. (1,1,1) 

18. Reg, go round to find spectacular valley 
– maybe with railway. (5) 

19. Gresley reverses to get leg in. (5) 

21. Ann bans Holly from changing Irish 
terminus. (12) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD #23 

(republished in November/December Throwback Modeller#24) 

ACROSS 

1. Ropley; 4. Koppel;  9. Sir Haydn Jones;  10. To Solve; 11. COHSE; 12. Hitch; 14. Using;  

18. Hythe; 19. Luggage; 21. Spark Arrestor; 22. Dryers; 23. Pliers. 

 

DOWN 

1. Reşiţa; 2. Port Saint Mary; 3. EMail; 5. Objects; 6. Penrhyn Castle; 7. Lister; 8. Adler;  

13. Checker; 15. Chased; 16. Clerk; 17. Metros;  20. Giesl. 



Team tram (Derek) - 6  Team L&B (Nigel) - 21 

 

TBM #24 score (whitewash) card 

Derek rounds off: So you made it to 

the end then? We hope that you 

have enjoyed it being quite a bit 

different? Nigel and I would like you 

to do something for us, if you would 

please. The feedback we get is that 

you enjoy the magazine, but just 

from time to time, would you like to 

read a longer and more detailed 

piece such as in this issue? I have a 

number of more in depth articles in 

the stocks. Tell us if you would like to 

read them, and we will filter them 

through. As I have also indicated in 

the sales section, you do not have to 

be a direct subscriber - if you read us 

then that is all you need, so send us 

what you think as well please.  This 

year seems to be signalling the 

return of most of the major Shows, 

and hopefully either Nigel or I will 

get to some. Do please 

come and say 

hello if you see 

us, and stay as 

healthy as 

possible. 

There are two upcoming Ashbashes, a local, smaller and highly recommended 

local gathering at the Ash Priors Village Hall, TA4 3NF - not far from Bishops 

Lydeard station. 10.30 - 16.30. 16mm Show Layout, trade stands, smaller gauge 

layouts, s/h stall. Saturday 26th. Feb., and Sat 2nd. April 2022. Tea and coffee 

but bring your own refreshments.  If you want to check on anything with either of 

these two events, please email Chris Tilley: tilley002@btinternet.com  

Statfold Model Railway Event, to be held in their Museum over the weekend of 
April 9/10. It is sponsored by Hornby magazine, and will be attended by some 30 
layouts of a range of gauges. Gareth Jones and The 16mm Modular layout will be 
there, as also Nigel so go and say hello. Around the same number of traders will 
also be in attendance, and admission includes unlimited train rides. 

All being well the Phurcombe Hall heritage layout will appear at the new Llangol-
len Garden Railway Show on Saturday May 14th. 2022, held in the Pavilion, Abbey 
Road, LL20 8SW.  Together with the layout we will have the heritage display, and 
would delighted if you care to bring along your models to show and run. We will 
have meths fired models on display, but running is restricted to gas and coal firing 
only. Over 50 traders with a variety of gauges represented among the layouts. 

The Midlands Garden Railway Show is back on March 12/13th., from 10.00 - 

16.00 both days. Held at the Warwickshire Event Centre, known by most as The 

Fosse. The 16mm modular layout for one will be there. 

The National Garden Railway Show will be held at the Peterborough Arena on 
Saturday 25th. June. 

Llanfair Garden Railway Show. Another welcome returnee to be held on Satur-
day/Sunday 3rd and 4th Sept. Doors open 10.00am, and close at 4.30pm Sat, and 
4.00pm Sunday. You have the added attraction of the weekend Gala on the 
Welshpool & Llanfair Railway, which goes to making this a great weekend for the 
family. As usual it is in the Leisure Centre, SY21 0HW, which is up the hill above 
Llanfair station and has more than ample parking. 

Exeter Garden Railway Show. So pleased to welcome this Show back onto the 
calender after a two year gap. Without a doubt one of the most widely anticipat-
ed events of the year, it is again held at the Matford Centre, on the Industrial Es-
tate at Marsh Barton EX2 8FD. On site catering is excellent, and parking plentiful.  

All the above dates are offered in good faith and subject to there being no change 
in current health restrictions. 

Diary Dates  

Derek takes a tram-a-ling from team L&B, with thanks to James and Graham.  Derek threatened this is the lull before the 

storm so fellow L&B’ers we’ve been warned!  He never came good on those three GVT’s from #24 either…... 

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 

Association  

Contact us.. 

Tail 

Lamp 


